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Area school districts continue consolidation discussion
Most recent public
information sessions
wrapped up Thursday
By JOE VANDELAARSCHOT
jvan@conleynet.com
262-306-5054
RICHFIELD — On Thursday
morning, the Richfield Joint 1 and
Friess Lake school districts held
what could possibly be the last
public information meeting until
spring on possible consolidation
of the two.
The two have been discussing
the idea again for months after
discussing the proposal several
years ago. The districts took no
action on the idea then. Officials
from both districts say the recent
discussions have been much more
in-depth than when the issue was
discussed previously.
“We’ve held these meetings at
different locations in both districts and for the most part
they’ve been well attended and
people had good questions,” said
Friess Lake School District
Administrator John Engstrom.
Thursday morning’s session at
the Richfield Fire Hall on
Highway 175, had just two members of the public attend, but they
had plenty of questions for
Engstrom and Richfield Joint 1
Administrator Tara Villalobos.
“Some of the more common
questions we’ve received have
been ‘Why?’, ‘What’s the process?’
and ‘When can it happen?’”
Engstrom said.
In fact, one person at Thursday’s meeting asked “Why’s it
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Friess Lake School District Administrator John Engstrom, right, and Richfield School District
Administrator Tara Villalobos answer questions from the public during a consolidation meeting Thursday
morning at the Richfield Volunteer Fire Co. hall in Richfield.
taking so long?”
“I’m in favor of the consolidation, but I can’t understand what’s
taking so long,” said Michelle
Sheidl. “I think we should move
ahead and do this as quickly as
possible.”
Engstrom said it is state law that
is slowing the consolidation down.
“They (the state) want it to be
slow so the many different questions and parts of it taking place
are done with a lot of thought and

not rushed,” Engstrom said.
“They want to ensure the public
understands what will happen if a
consolidation were to take place.”
Sheidl asked what would happen to the teacher-student ratio if
the two districts were to combine.
“I have nothing but positive
things to say about the Richfield
District,” Sheidl said.
Villalobos said one of the goals
in the consolidation is to continue
to keep classroom sizes small.

“Having the two districts combine should allow us to be able to
do that and we should have an easier time in hiring part-time teachers for some our arts classes and
other electives,” Villalobos said.
“Now being only able to hire parttime positions at .2 percent time
makes it difficult to hire and keep
those teachers. Now with consolidation if we could get that time up
to half-time or more it should
make it easier to hire and keep

those teachers.”
Engstrom said the next step in
the consolidation process is for
the two school boards to issue resolutions before July 1 declaring
that want to move forward.
“The first could come in by
June and the second could come
by July 1,” Engstrom said. “If that
takes place and goes as hopes the
consolidation could take place for
the 2018-19 school year. The 201718 school year would be for planning the consolidation.”
Villalobos and Engstrom agreed
both districts are seeing declining
enrollment which is also another
reason for consolidation.
“Studies don’t see growth in student numbers for the next seven or
nine years,” Villalobos said.
At previous meetings, and at
Thursday’s meeting, officials
from both districts have emphasized several reasons for the two
districts to become one. They
include:
■ Increased educational opportunities for students.
■ Increased classroom offerings.
■ Professional staff development.
■ Community unity.
■ Operational efficiencies.
■ Overall stability.
Villalobos said if the two districts do combine it’s very likely
Plat School, which is in her district will be closed.
“We would then decide to which
schools the students would go,”
Villalobos said. “It’s possible one
school could be more of a middle
school and the other school would
have the earlier grades there.”
Both school boards will continue consolidation discussion at
upcoming regular meetings.

INBRIEF
Neuser advances after team
challenge on ‘MasterChef Junior’
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A vehicle moves east on Washington Street near a plot of land for sale Jan. 4 in West
Bend. A Pizza Ranch franchise has been proposed for the location.

Pizza Ranch one step closer
to coming to West Bend
Plan Commission approves change to
driveway access on 18th Avenue
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meeting. “Because of the
way it is lining up, it
appears there is a flare

try to double back somewhere. I wouldn’t be able to
vote for this in the current

West Bend’s Sydney Neuser avoided
elimination in Thursday night’s episode of
“MasterChef Junior” on
Fox and advanced into the
top 14 of the culinary competition featuring the top
chefs between the ages 8-13.
The competition’s top 16
junior chefs had their first
team challenge of the season. By being the top two
juniors chefs from the previous episode, Shayne and
Neuser
Adam were the team captains. Shayne was captain
of the red team, Adam of the blue team.
Sydney was selected for Adam’s team.
The team challenge called for the junior
chefs to cook a meal for 51 first responders.
The teams of eight had 75 minutes to prep
and cook a main dish, two sides and a sauce.
The main dish was a filet mignon.
The winning team would get immunity
into the next round, while the losing team
was subject for elimination. Two junior
chefs would be eliminated.
The blue team’s meal was black garlic
rubbed filet mignon with mashed potatoes,
purple cauliflower and mushroom sauce.
Each first responder got a dish from each
team and voted which one they liked more.
Garnering 58 percent of the vote was the
red team, consisting of Shayne, Mashu,
Justise, Lila, Cydney, Peyton and Jasmine,
leaving the blue team of Adam, Afnan,
Gonzalo, Evan, Donovan, Sydney, Charlie
and Avani subject for elimination.
Sydney was selected to advance to the
next episode, while Gonzalo and Charlie

man, later identified as Andrew B. Pritzl,
61, of Lodi, driving a 1994 Mercedes-Benz.
Kogler suffered life-threatening injuries
and was flown by Flight for Life to Aurora
Hospital in Summit.
Pritzl suffered non-life-threatening injuries and was taken to Beaver Dam Hospital.
Information regarding Pritzl’s condition
was not disclosed.
Assisting at the scene was Beaver Dam
Paramedics, Juneau Fire Department and
EMS, Flight for Life and the Dodge County
Emergency Response Team.
The crash remains under investigation.

Budget panel leader says GOP
‘skeptical’ of self-insurance
MADISON (AP) — The co-chair of the
Legislature’s budget committee says
Republicans remain “skeptical” of Gov.
Scott Walker’s proposal to switch to a selfinsurance model for public workers.
Republican Rep. John Nygren said
Thursday that Republicans are asking for
an actuarial study on whether the proposal
will save the $60 million over the next two
years that Walker promised.
Under a self-insurance system, the state
would contract with six health insurance
companies to administer the program for
about 250,000 state workers and family
members instead of purchasing insurance
from 17 HMOs.
Nygren says he is skeptical the savings
will be there and of the state taking on
more risk.
Republicans were briefed on the issue
Wednesday but Nygren
there wasn’t a
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Assembly speaker says he’s

