Yes! I want to support the
Messer/Mayer Mill Restoration Fund
Let’s Get It Grinding
____________________________________

Name
____________________________________

Address
____________________________________

City, State/Zip
____________________________________

Phone
____________________________________

Email
Here is my gift of:
 $5,000  $2,000  $500
 $250
 $100
 Other $_________
 Check Enclosed for Total Amt.
___________________________________________

 Pledge—Total Amount $________
2013 Amt (Payable 12/15) $_____
2014 Amt (Payable 12/15) $_____
2015 Amt (Payable 12/15) $_____
 Check Enclosed
Pledge Amount for current year
Payable/Mail to:
Richfield Historical Society
PO Box 268
Richfield, WI 53076

The Messer/Mayer Mill Needs You
Why Preserve the Messer/Mayer Mill?

The Mill’s History
The sawmill was built in 1856 by
Johann Messer and the flour mill
was added by Andrew Messer in
1871. Johann George Mayer
purchased the mill in 1876. It
served the lumber and grain
milling needs of Richfield for
over 100
years.
In
1998, the
Town
of
Richfield
purchased
the land and buildings to
preserve this historic example of
milling. The mill contains the
original E.P. Allis (forerunner of
Allis-Chalmers)
equipment.
Under a long-term lease with the
Village, the Richfield Historical
Society is restoring the Messer/
Mayer Grist (grain) Mill.

Because the Mill:
















Is one of the few remaining timber frame
grist mills in Wisconsin and the
surrounding states
Has an intact structure on its original site
Contains extensive original milling
equipment which remains in place allowing for the potential to fully
demonstrate the milling process and the progressions of milling
technology
Has supporting restored buildings which remain on the site
Was part of the economic farming system as wheat became a cash
crop
Was a gathering place where news and politics were shared
Fostered the development of the Pleasant Hill crossroad
Provides an educational opportunity to experience the milling
process as it was done long ago
Is one of the few remaining historical structures in Richfield
Provides a sense of identify for the Richfield community
Allows you to See, Hear, and Sense the operation of a real grist mill

Your Donation Will Get the Mill Grinding!

Richfield Historical Society
Look What Has Been Accomplished
in 14 Years



Restore the mill foundation



Remove and restore the Leffel turbine and cast iron casing



Remove and restore the pressure
box which develops water pressure
to make the turbine turn











Foundation



Clean and rebuild the floor hopper
and chute
Refurbish the fanning mill which
cleans the grain



Clean and rebuild the bolting machine to sift the ground grain



Repair the elevators which move
the grain from floor to floor




Bolting Machine




Elevator*



Clean the storage bins





Reinstall and realign the shafting
that turns the millstones and supplies power to the rest of the mill







Rebuild the engine shed and hook
up the Superior engine as the
power source for the millstones



Superior Engine

Let’s Get It Grinding

To Accomplish Our Biggest Project,
Your Financial Support Is Needed!

Rebuild the bagging area
Bagging Area*
*Photos By Mark Tibbits

Replaced the mill roof, siding and
windows
Rebuilt the water chase
Refurbished two W.D. Gray Noiseless
roller mills
Restored the 1860s miller’s house
Repaired and reconstructed five
outbuildings
Cleared the Richfield Historical Park
grounds of undergrowth and weeds
Dismantled, moved, and reconstructed
a granary, log cabin, and log barn
Constructed a maple sugar shack and
developed a successful maple syrup
operation
Moved and continues to restore a
100-year-old Greek Revival home
Compiled extensive Richfield
genealogical information
Developed and shares educational
programs
Hosted many events to promote
history

Support the
Messer/Mayer
Mill Restoration
Fund

Let’s
Get It Grinding

www.richfieldhistoricalsociety.org
E-mail: historyrhs@gmail.com

